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ABSTRACT

Given its length and other similar works in this field, this essay has a rather
limited ambition. It focuses on a particular argument often used in the nationalistic
narrative — the argument that Yugoslavia was an artificial state. The work primarily
discusses how the Yugoslav idea was born and argues that the process of “imagining
Yugoslavia” captured the zeitgeist of the late 18th and 19th century when modern
European nations were born. The Yugoslav idea was a reflection of the epoch of
national awakening.

Yugoslavia was the embodiment of south Slavs’ dreams and interests to live in
one country. It was a social construct much like every other state, and it constructed
its identity, myths and collective memory as every other state had done before.

The paper argues that Yugoslavia had difficulty to maintain “mass support” be-
cause it was a civic nation organized as a multinational state. Its major challenge
throughout its short existence was to keep “national and political unity” in congru-
ence, which is, according to Ernest Gellner, a precondition for a nation to exist.
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SAZETAK

Imajuéi u vidu njegovu duzinu i brojne radove na sliénu temu, ovaj esej je foku-
siran na argument cesto koriS¢en u nacinalistickom vokabularu - da je Jugoslavija
bila vjestacka tvorevina. Rad, prije svega, analizira radanje ideje jugoslovenstva,
tvrdeci da proces ,,oblikovanja Jugoslavije” odrazava duh vremena s kraja 18. i poc-
etka 19. vijeka kada su rodene evropske nacije. Jugoslovenska ideja je bila refleksija
epohe nacionalnog budenja.

Jugoslavija je predstavljala otjelotvorenje snova i interesa Juznih Slovena da zive
u jednoj drZavi. Ona je drustvena tvorevina isto kao i svaka druga drzava. Gradeci
svoj identitet, mitove i kolektivno sjecanje, ona nije gradila nista vjestacko Sto ostale
drzave nijesu ¢inile prije nje.

Rad tvrdi da je Jugoslavija imala problem da odrzi ,masovnu podrsku” zato Sto
je u osnovi bila organizovana kao gradanska, viSenacionalna drzava. Odrzavanje
saglasja izmedu ,,nacionalnog i politickog”, $to je po Ernestu Gelneru preduslov za
odrzanje jedne nacije (drzave), bio je glavni izazov tokom kratkog zivota Jugoslavije.
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